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Trainings Attended:

Supreme Court Executive Program Towards Enrichment and Refinement, 2022
Leadership Enhancement Towards Acceleration, 2022
Philippine Judicial Academy Prejudicature Program, 2022
Judicial Continuing Legal Education, 2019
Code of Conduct for Court Personnel, 2014

Atty. Jeffrey G. Gallardo earned his Bachelor of Science in Commerce major in
Economics degree from the University of Santo Tomas in 2004, and his Bachelor
of Laws degree from the San Beda College of Law in 2009.

While working in the Supreme Court from 2010 to 2023, Atty. Gallardo served as
Court Attorney VI in the Office of Chief Justice Diosdado M. Peralta and the
Office of Associate Justice Jhosep Y. Lopez, and as Judicial Staff Head in the
Office of Chief Justice Lucas P. Bersamin. He was appointed as an Assistant
Secretary of the Office of the Executive Secretary in 2023.

Atty. Gallardo also holds a Master of Public Management degree from the
University of the Philippines Open University, and a Master of Laws degree from
the Pamantasan ng Lungsod ng Maynila. He is currently pursuing the Public
Leadership Credentials at the Harvard Kennedy School.

Birthday: June 29, 1983 (42 yrs. old)
Date of Appointment: July 25, 2023
Date of Assumption: July 25, 2023
Date of Designation: September 12, 2024

Jeffrey G. Gallardo
Undersecretary, Office of the Executive
Secretary
Chairman, NIA Board of Directors 



Atty. Garvida received his Juris Doctor degree from the University of Santo
Tomas in 2016, and his bachelor’s degree in Management Accounting from the
Mariano Marcos State University in 2012.

While in university, Atty. Garvida was elected as an SK Municipal President in the
Municipality of Bangui, Ilocos Norte in 2007, serving in that position until 2010.
After graduating from law school, he entered the private sector to work as an
Associate Lawyer of Chan Robles and Associates from 2017 to 2020, and as a
Litigation Lawyer of the Sterling Bank of Asia from 2021 to 2023.

In February 2025, Atty. Garvida was appointed Assistant Secretary under the
Office of the Executive Secretary (OES). Atty. Garvida was first appointed to the
OES as a Technical Assistant in April 2023, and thereafter served as Director III
and Director IV in the same office.

From October 2023 to January 2024, Atty. Garvida was the Acting Head of the
Malacañang Records Office.

Birthday: June 01, 1992 (33 yrs. old)
Date of Appointment: February 20, 2025
Date of Assumption: February 20, 2025
Date of Designation: September 12, 2024

Dustin C. Garvida
Assistant Secretary, Office of the Executive
Secretary
Alternate Chairman, NIA Board of Directors 

Trainings Attended:

Gender Sensitivity Training, 2023
Memorandum Writing Workshop, 2023
Money Laundering and Terrorism Financing Prevention Program
Updates Online Course, 2023
General Labor Standards with COVID-19 Related Issuances, 2021
Seminar on Data Privacy Law, 2018
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DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE

Francisco "Kiko" Tiu Laurel Jr. is a prominent Filipino businessman and the current
Secretary of the Department of Agriculture. His leadership spans both the
corporate and public sectors, showcasing his ability to navigate business,
governance, and sustainability.

Before assuming his government role, Kiko was the President of Frabelle Fishing
Corporation, a major deep-sea fishing company in the Asia-Pacific. Under his
leadership, the company strengthened its industry prominence. He also served as
President of Agusan Power Corporation, overseeing the 24.9 MW Lake Mainit
Hydroelectric Power Plant, contributing to the country’s renewable energy
efforts.

Beyond business, Kiko plays an active role in national security and diplomacy. He
holds the rank of Captain in the Naval Affiliated Reserve Force of the Philippine
Navy – NCR, demonstrating his commitment to national defense. Since 2006, he
has served as the Honorary Consul of the Federated States of Micronesia in the
Philippines, fostering diplomatic relations.

As Chairman of the World Tuna Purse Seine Organization, he leads efforts to
promote responsible and sustainable fishing practices, reinforcing his advocacy
for marine conservation. His extensive experience in business, energy, diplomacy,
and military service reflects his commitment to sustainability, food security, and
national development.

Birthday: October 17, 1966 (59 yrs. old)
Date of Appointment: November 3, 2023
Date of Assumption: November 3, 2023

Francisco P. Tiu Laurel, Jr.
Secretary
Vice-Chairman, NIA Board of Directors 



DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE

Engr. Christopher V. Morales, also known as “Chris,” is a licensed agricultural
engineer and holds the rank of Career Executive Service Officer (CESO) II. He
earned a Master’s Degree in Development Studies from Erasmus University
Rotterdam in the Netherlands and a Bachelor’s Degree in Agricultural
Engineering, majoring in Land and Water Resources, from the University of the
Philippines Los Banos (UPLB).

Chris has over 26 years of government service, rising through the ranks at the
Department of Agriculture (DA). He began as a Project Evaluation and Planning
Officer before becoming Program Director. As Chief Agriculturist (2015) and OIC-
Director for Field Operations (2015-2016), he led disaster risk reduction and
rehabilitation efforts for farmers. He later served as OIC-Director for Agribusiness
and Marketing (2018) and coordinated the National Organic Agriculture Program
(2016-2019), promoting Philippine agriculture locally and internationally. From
1997-2014, he played a key role in planning, monitoring, and evaluating DA
programs, including those funded by international institutions.

In 2020, he joined the Department of Tourism (DOT) as Regional Director for
MIMAROPA and Director of the National Farm Tourism Program. He later served
as OIC-Undersecretary for TRCRG (2021-2022) and Assistant Secretary for
Regional Monitoring Services (2022-2024), overseeing DOT’s 16 regional offices.

In March 2024, he returned to his home agency, the DA, to serve as
Undersecretary overseeing the development of the rice industry. In recognition of
his invaluable contributions to government service, he received the Outstanding
UPLB Alumni Award in October 2024.

Birthday: October 19, 1975 (50 yrs. old)
Date of Appointment: March 01, 2024
Date of Assumption:  March 15, 2024
Date of Designation: April 24, 2024

Christopher V. Morales, CESO II
Undersecretary, Rice Industry
Development
Alternate Vice-Chairman, NIA Board of
Directors 
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He leads the implementation of the Masagana Rice Industry Development
Program that has four key strategies: Resiliency and Stability in Climate Change
Adaptation; Farm Clustering and Consolidation; Rice Value Chain development;
and Digital Transformation. Further, programs and projects on resiliency and
sustainability are being implemented in partnership with government offices,
local government units, and stakeholders to benefit rice farmers and clusters.

Chris has extensive experience in tourism, agriculture, sustainable rural
development, agribusiness, marketing, planning, monitoring and evaluation
(M&E), program and project management, and disaster risk reduction and
management, which enable him to fulfill his duties with efficiency and dedication.
In March 2024, Chris returned to his home agency, the Department of Agriculture,
to serve as Undersecretary overseeing the development of the rice industry. In
recognition of his invaluable contributions to government service, he received the
Outstanding UPLB Alumni Award in October 2024.

16th UNWTO Asia/Pacific Executive Training Programme on Tourism Policy and
Strategy. United Nations World Tourism Organization. November 11–17, 2022
3rd CES Public Leader's Summit (Theme: Leading Change: Focus on the Core).
Career Executive Service Board. July 26–27, 2022
CESCON 2021: CES Lifelong Learning for Leadership Congress (Theme:
Resilience 4.0: Courage, Agility, and Future-Ready Leadership). Career
Executive Service Board. November 9 – December 11, 2021
HURIS: Essentials of Managing Change and Employee Transition (CESB
Accredited). Human Resource Innovations & Solutions Inc. July 27–30, 2021.
2nd Career Executive Service (CES) Public Leaders' Summit (PLS). Career
Executive Service Board. June 29–30, 2021
39th Session of the Integrated Gabay (GABAY) ng Paglilingkod. Career
Executive Service Board. June 21 – July 12, 2021
43rd Session of the Integrated Salamin-Diwa ng Paglilingkod (SALDIWA)
Training Course. Career Executive Service Board. March 5 – May 25, 2021
CES Leadership Conclave Series: Spirit-led Stewardship: Leadership that
Matters. Career Executive Service Board. January 6 – August 1, 2020
2020 CESB Webinar Series:

Harnessing Adaptive Leadership in Times of Crisis 
Digital Tools and Techniques in the New Normal 
Organization Development in the New Normal 
Alternative Work Arrangements and Support Mechanisms for Government
Workers
Adapt and Rebuild to the New Normal 

Trainings Attended:
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Plan Performance Monitoring Indicator System Training (as Resource Person).
June 28–30, 2005 (DA-RFU X); May 24–27, 2005 (Provincial Government of
Ilocos Norte); November 16–18, 2004 (DA-RFU X); August 10–12, 2004
(Department of Agriculture Regional Field Unit XIII, Butuan City); and July 12–
14, 2004 (Department of Agriculture Regional Field Unit XI - XII, Davao City)
Geo-Spatial Information System (GIS) Application in Agriculture & Fisheries.
Bureau of Agricultural Research, University of Southern Mindanao, Kabacan,
Cotabato. May 17–21, 2004
Writing with Confidence (Technical Report Writing Course). Department of
Agriculture - Human Resource Development Division. March 22–24, 2004
Basic and Advanced Training Course on Microsoft Project 2000. Innovative
Training Works - Polytechnic University of the Philippines ICT Center.
September 17–20, 2001
Training on Time Series Analysis. University of the Philippines School of
Statistics. May 21–25, 2001.
Statistics for Project Monitoring and Evaluation. Statistical Research and
Training Center. September 6–10, 1999.
Advanced Database Management Using MS Access. Statistical Research and
Training Center. August 9–13, 1999
Database Management Using MS Access. Statistical Research and Training
Center. July 5–9, 1999
Training Course on Basic Gender Sensitivity. Department of Agriculture -
Human Resource Development Division. March 16–17, 1999
Seminar Workshop on Agriculture and Fisheries Development Planning.
Agricultural Training Institute and Asian Development Bank. January 25–26,
1999
2nd Trainors' Training on the Operation of STW Irrigation Subsector
Monitoring and Evaluation System. Agricultural Training Institute, University
of the Philippines, Laguna. October 14–26, 1997.
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Mr. U-Nichols A. Manalo is currently the Assistant Secretary for Operations of the
Department of Agriculture and the National Project Director of the DA Philippine
Rural Development Project (PRDP). He is also the Program Director of the
National Rice Program in a concurrent capacity.

Asec. Manalo has been with the DA since January 2002. He started as a Contract
of Service staff, rose through the ranks, and served in various capacities—proving
his dedication and proficiency in the field of agriculture. Among his notable
positions include: OIC Director of the DA Field Operations Service; Program
Director of the DA National Corn Program; Director for Operations at the DA
National Capital Region (NCR) Office; Director of the DA High-Value Crops
Development Program; Director of the DA Systems Wide Climate Change Office;
OIC Regional Executive Director of DA Region 8 based in Tacloban City; and
Division Chief of the Special Projects Coordination and Management Assistance
Division. 

Asec. Manalo earned his Bachelor of Science Degree in Agricultural Economics at
the University of the Philippines Los Baños in April 1997, and his Master’s Degree
in Agricultural Science in March 2013 at the Graduate School of Agricultural
Science in Tohoku University in Sendai City, Japan. He also completed the 2022
USDA Norman Borlaug Fellowship Program at the Louisiana State University in
Louisiana, USA.

Birthday: November 13, 1975 (50 yrs. old)
Date of Appointment: September 26, 2024
Date of Assumption:  October 10, 2024
Date of Designation: October 29, 2025

U-Nichols A. Manalo
Assistant Secretary for Operations
Alternate Vice-Chairman, NIA Board of
Directors 
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Regional Workshop of UN FAO Mobilizing Investment for Resilient and Low
Emission Agrifood Systems in Asia through Carbon Markets in Bangkok,
Thailand. September 15–19, 2024
National Biofuels Board US Technical Study Mission in Illinois, USA. August 03-
11, 2024
Invitational Training for Establishment of Smart Greenhouse by the Korea
Agency of Education, Promotion and Information Service on Food, Agriculture,
Forestry and Fisheries in South Korea. August 24-28, 2023
42nd Annual Conference of the International Association for Impact
Assessment. May 08-11, 2023.
2022 Borlaug Fellowship Program in Louisiana, USA. September 25 to
December 17, 2022 
Workshop On Safe Vegetable Production With Marketing Technology
Improvement Project. July 4-8, 2019
Training On Climate Negotiations For Asean Agriculture And 5Th Annual Asean
Cm Meeting. May 28-29, 2019
Asean Meeting On Koronivia Joint Work On Agriculture, Options For Asean
And Agriculture Under The Unfccc. February 4, 2019
24th Conference Of The Parties Of The Unfccc And 49Th Meeting Of The
Subsidiary Bodies Under The Convention. December 3-10, 2018
Capacity Building On Management Technologies For Climate Smart Rice
Cultivation In The South-East Asian And Latin American Rice Sector. October
10-12, 2018
Regional Synthesis Workshop On Enhancing Resilient Livelihoods To Address
Climate Change-Disaster-Poverty Nexus In Asia. June 25-26, 2018
48th Meeting Of The Subsidiary Bodies Under The Convention And The 5Th
Meeting Of The Adhoc Working Group On The Paris Agreement. April 30-May
10, 2018
The World Bank Environmental And Social Framework. February 21-22, 2018
Policy Workshop On Food Security And Disaster Risk Reduction In East Asia.
January 16-18, 2018
4th Quarter Csi Leadership Series: Äsean Forum On Innovative Leadership.
March 11, 2017
The New Leadership Style For The 21St Century. March 29-31, 2017
Training Program On Project Development And Management. November 28-
December 2, 2016
Succession Planning For Leaders. March 29-30, 2016
5th Annual Conference Of Japanese Association For Human Security Studies.
December 12-13, 2025
Knowledge Management For Leaders. August 17-18, 2015

Trainings Attended:
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Public Forum: Disasters And Human Security. Third UN World Conference On
Disaster Risk Reduction. March 18, 2015
4th Annual Conference Of Japanese Association For Human Security Studies.
June 9 to July 9, 2014
14th Annual Conference Of The Japanese Organic Agricultural Society. July 12
to August 12, 2013
3rd Annual Conference Of Japanese Association For Human Security Studies.
September 21-22, 2013
The Agricultural Economics Society Of Japan Annual Meeting 2013. March
299-30, 2013
2nd Annual Conference Of Japanese Association For Human Security Studies.
September 29-30, 2013
17th IFOAM World Organic Congress. September 26, 2011 to January 10, 2012
Mainstreaming Education For Sustainable Development In The Asia Pacific
Region: Rethinking The Linkage With Human Security. September 18-20, 2011
Financial And Economic Analyses Of Market-Directed Agricultural Projects
Using The Costab Software. August 26-29, 2008
Practical Approach To Results And Benefits Monitoring, Evaluation And Audit
Of Community-Based Rural Infrastructure Projects. April 14-18, 2008
2007 JICA Training Programme For Young Leaders: Agriculture Category.
September 12-29, 2007
Project Management In The Real World. October 18-21, 2005
Communication Skills Enhancement Course For Da Personnel. January 17-21,
2005
Participatory Planning, Monitoring And Evaluation Training. August 10-13,
2004
Workshop On Major Final Outputs' Performance Indicators And Planning
Standards. July 26-27, 2004
Mindanao Cluster Planning Workshop: Agri-Food Supply Chain Approach.
February 16-17, 2004
Applying Project Management Concepts To Real-World Projects. October 29-
30, 2003
The ABCs Of Project Management. October 27-28, 2003
Orientation And Strategic Planning Workshop On The Japan Fund For Poverty
Reduction (JFPR) Implementation With Ngo Networks, LGUs, RFUs. April 13-14,
2003
Training Program On The Economics Of Rural Development: Focus On Food
Security And Poverty Alleviation In Agrarian Reform Communities. November
5-6, 2002
4th Monitoring And Evaluating Programs And Projects Course. September 17-
20, 2002
3rd Designing And Implementing Poverty Alleviation Programs. August 26-30,
2002
Orientation -Briefing On Integrated Rural Accessibility Planning (IRAP) And
Labour-Based Equipment Supported (LB-ES) Methods For Infres Project.
March 13-14, 2002
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Ralph Alan C. Ceniza is a chief agriculturist of the Department of Agriculture
Philippines designated as the Program Director of the National Rice Program. He
has over 10 years of experience in program design, implementation, and
evaluation of food production programs to advance food security and farmer
inclusivity. His work has focused on developing programs and projects aimed to
improve food production, farm productivity and farmer’s income. He has worked
with different government units to implement mechanisms that promotes
household income improvement, which was eventually adopted as an approach
for peace process projects in a conflict province of the country. Currently, he is
working with the DA National Rice Program where he contributes to policy
preparation and guides the development of projects, plans, tools, processes and
activities.

Birthday: August 03, 1989 (36 yrs. old)
Date of Appointment: October 28, 2025
Date of Assumption:  October 28, 2025
Date of Designation: October 29, 2025

Ralph Alan C. Ceniza
Director, National Rice Program
Alternate Vice-Chairman, NIA Board of
Directors 

Trainings Attended:

12th National Congress and 2025 Agriculturists’ Summit, July 29-31, 2025



NATIONAL ECONOMIC AND DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY

Birthday: November 08, 1957 (68 yrs. old)
Date of Appointment: June 30, 2022
Date of Assumption:  July 01, 2022

Arsenio M. Balisacan
Secretary
Ex-Officio Member, NIA Board of Directors 

Dr. Arsenio M. Balisacan is currently a Cabinet member of the Philippine
Government and secretary of the National Economic and Development Authority,
a position he also occupied from 2012 to 2016. Before his return to NEDA, he
served as the founding chairperson of the Philippine Competition Commission
from 2016 to 2022.

He taught at the University of the Philippines (UP) for over 30 years. He served as
dean of the UP School of Economics until his appointment in 2012 as the
country’s socioeconomic planning secretary and NEDA director-general.
Seconded from UP, he also served as director-chief executive of the Southeast
Asian Regional Centre for Graduate Study and Research in Agriculture (SEARCA)
and undersecretary of the Department of Agriculture.
Before joining the University of the Philippines faculty in 1987, he was a research
fellow at the East-West Center in Honolulu, Hawaii, and an economist at the World
Bank in Washington, DC.

In his current role as NEDA Secretary, he concurrently chairs the governing
boards of various state agencies, including the Philippine Statistics Authority,
Philippine Institute for Development Studies, Public-Private Partnership Center,
Development Academy of the Philippines, Commission on Population and
Development, and Philippine Center for Economic Development.

He has served in various capacities in many academic and professional
organizations, including President of the Philippine Economic Society, President
of the Asian Society of Agricultural Economists, Secretary-General of the Asia
Pacific Agricultural Policy Forum, and Advisory Council/Board member of the
American Committee on Asian Economic Studies and the Chinese Center for
Agricultural Policy.
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He has advised and consulted with numerous development agencies and
multilateral institutions, including the World Bank, Asian Development Bank,
OECD, ASEAN, and various United Nations agencies.

As an academic scholar, he has specialized in development economics,
international economics, agricultural and resource economics, and applied
welfare economics.
He has authored and co-edited ten books and published close to 100 academic
papers and book chapters on various development issues, particularly in the
Philippines and Asia. Among these books are Designing Competition Policy for
Economic Development in Asia and the Pacific (ADBI & ADB), Sustainable
Economic Development: Resources, Environment, and Institutions (Academic
Press), The Dynamics of Regional Development: The Philippines in East Asia
(Edward Elgar), The Philippine Economy: Development, Policies, and Institutions
(Oxford University Press), and Reasserting the Rural Development Agenda:
Lessons Learned and Emerging Challenges in Asia (ISEAS & SEARCA).

For his public service and contributions to economic science and society, he was
conferred the lifelong title of Academician by the National Academy of Science
and Technology, the Most Distinguished Alumnus Award by the University of the
Philippines Alumni Association, the Distinguished Alumnus Award by the East-
West Center and the University of Hawaii, and the Lifelong Honorary Member by
the Asian Society of Agricultural Economists, among other numerous awards.

He holds a Ph.D. in Economics from the University of Hawaii, an MS in Agricultural
Economics from the University of the Philippines Los Baños, and a BS in
Agriculture (magna cum laude) from the Mariano Marcos State University.

An avid runner, he has completed some of the world’s renowned marathon (42
KM) events, including the Berlin, Chicago, New York (v), Vancouver, Paris, and
Honolulu marathons.
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Birthday: February 11, 1969 (57 yrs. old)
Date of Appointment: August 26, 2022
Date of Assumption:  September 02, 2022
Date of Designation: July 25, 2022

Roderick Planta currently holds the position of Assistant Secretary at the
Infrastructure Development Office within the National Economic and
Development Authority (NEDA). With an extensive background in Economic
Development and Infrastructure Planning, Asec. Planta has significantly
influenced NEDA's trajectory through various pivotal roles.
His professional journey within NEDA encompasses noteworthy positions such as
Director for the Monitoring and Evaluation Staff and the Infrastructure
Development Office. These roles have endowed him with a comprehensive
understanding of the intricacies involved in monitoring and evaluating
development initiatives, as well as overseeing critical infrastructure projects.

Prior to his tenure at NEDA, Asec. Planta served as an Economic Development
Specialist for the Infrastructure Staff, showcasing his expertise in the economic
facets of infrastructure development. His professional repertoire extends beyond
the governmental sphere, having previously worked as a Structural Engineer at
the General Planners and Engineers Resources Company, where he brought
practical engineering knowledge to his portfolio.

Asec. Planta's commitment to advancing knowledge in his field is evident through
his academic and research endeavors. He has presented insightful papers at
prestigious conferences, including "Philippine Toll Adjustment Formulas: Some
Issues" at the 4th Annual Conference of the Eastern Asia Society for
Transportation Studies in Hanoi, Vietnam. Additionally, his paper on "Financing
Transportation Development Projects in the Philippines" was featured at the 1st
Executive’s Forum on Urban Environment and Transport Development
Management.

Roderick M. Planta
Assistant Secretary, Infrastructure
Development Office
Alternate Member, NIA Board of Directors 
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In pursuit of academic excellence, Asec. Planta earned his M.A. in Development
Economics from the University of the Philippines Diliman. His master's thesis,
titled "Government Regulation and the Transport Infrastructure Sector: An
Institutional Approach," reflects his commitment to exploring the institutional
dynamics influencing the transport infrastructure sector. Furthermore, he holds
an undergraduate degree in Civil Engineering from the same esteemed university,
showcasing a solid foundation in engineering principles.

Asec. Roderick Planta's diverse background, blending practical experience with
academic achievements, positions him as a key figure in the realm of
infrastructure development and economic planning within NEDA. His dedication
to addressing complex issues and contributing valuable insights makes him a
valuable asset to the organization.

Capacity Building for Integrated Water Resources Management (IWRM) and
Sustainable Development, Daejeon, South Korea, November 7-13, 2024
30th Annual Canadian Council for Public-Private Partnerships (CCPPP)
Conference. Toronto, Ontario, Canada, November 21-22, 2022
United Nations 2023 Water Conference. UN Headquarters, New York, March
20-26, 2023
Learning Visit on Water, Sanitation, and Hygiene (WASH) Regulations and
Financing. Washington D.C., USA, April 15-23, 2023

Trainings Attended:
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Vicencio “Vince” Bringas Dizon
Secretary
Ex-Officio Member, NIA Board of Directors 

Birthday: August 18, 1974 (51 yrs. old)
Date of Appointment: August 31, 2025
Date of Assumption:  September 01, 2025
Date of Designation: September 01, 2025

Vicencio “Vince” Bringas Dizon, born on August 18, 1974, is a Filipino economist, policy
consultant, and public servant. On August 31, 2025, President Ferdinand “Bongbong”
Marcos Jr. appointed him as Secretary of the Department of Public Works and Highways
(DPWH), a position he formally assumed on September 1, 2025. Prior to this, he served as
the 41st Secretary of Transportation under the Marcos administration. 

He has held several key government positions across different administrations, including
Presidential Adviser for Flagship Programs and Projects under President Rodrigo Duterte,
Deputy Chief Implementer of the National Action Plan Against COVID-19, and President
and Chief Executive Officer of the Bases Conversion and Development Authority (BCDA).
His career demonstrates a strong balance of policy, academic, and executive leadership
experience. 

Secretary Dizon completed his secondary education at Don Bosco Technical College and
earned dual undergraduate degrees in Economics and Management of Financial
Institutions from De La Salle University, where he also served as Student Council President
in 1995. He consistently made the Dean’s Honors List and received the Outstanding Thesis
Award in Finance. In 1999, as a British Chevening Scholar, he obtained a Master of Science
in Applied Developmental Studies from the University of Reading in the United Kingdom. 

Over the years, he has also worked as an economic staffer and later Chief of Staff to
Senate President Edgardo Angara, an assistant professor of economics at DLSU, and a
consultant to Senate Majority Leader Alan Peter Cayetano. His experience extends to the
private sector, where he served as Vice President for Corporate Communications at
Strategic Alliance Holdings – Technologies, as well as to international academe as a senior
lecturer in economics, finance, and statistics in Prague, Czech Republic. 

For his contributions to national development, Dizon has received numerous honors,
including the Order of Lakandula with the rank of Bayani, People Asia’s People of the Year
(2019), the Asia CEO Awards Circle of Excellence (2019), and Punto! Central Luzon’s “Man
of the Year” (2018) for leading transformative infrastructure projects in Clark and Central
Luzon.
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Nicasio A. Conti
Undersecretary  for Planning Services,
PPP Service and National Building Code
Development Office (NBCDO)
Representative, NIA Board of Directors 

Birthday: September 10, 1973  (52  yrs. old)
Date of Appointment:  October 06, 2025
Date of Assumption:   October 09, 2025
Date of Oath:  October 09, 2025
Date of Designation:  November 24, 2025

Atty. Nicasio "Nick" A. Conti is currently the Undersecretary for Planning Service,
Public-Private Partnership (PPP) Services, Support Services and National Building
Code and Development Office (NBCDO) of the Department of Public Works and
Highways.

He is lawyer, economist, and governance reform advocate with extensive
experience in public administration, anti-corruption initiatives, and evidence-
based planning and policy development.

He demonstrated academic excellence early on, graduating as Valedictorian of St.
Theresa's Academy (Bauan, Batangas) in 1990. He pursued higher education at
San Beda College, where he earned his Bachelor of Arts in Economics, cum laude,
in 2004, and later obtained his Bachelor of Laws. During law school, he served as
President of the Law Student Government in 2007, reflecting his commitment to
leadership and student advocacy. He furthered his specialized knowledge with a
Postgraduate Diploma in Corruption Studies from the University of Hong Kong
and completed a Chevening Fellowship in Public Sector Reform at the University
of Bradford, United Kingdom.

Atty. Conti co-founded the Conti Gatchalian & Villanueva Law Offices in 2002,
laying the foundation for a strong professional legal career. 



DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS AND HIGHWAYS

His government service spans key leadership roles. As Assistant Secretary in the
Office of the Presidential Chief of Staff, he spearheaded the Malacañang
Transparency Group and introduced the lifestyle check program in 2003, which
was later recognized by the World Bank as a pioneering anti-corruption measure
in the Philippines. In 2004, he was recognized as Outstanding Law Enforcer of the
Year by the Volunteers Against Crime and Corruption (VACC). 

He also served as Commissioner of the Presidential Anti-Graft Commission
(PAGC) and the Presidential Commission on Good Government (PCGG), where he
reinforced accountability mechanisms within government institutions. He was the
author of the book to Serve with Honor: A Primer Against Corruption.” His work
reflects a deep commitment to transparency, institutional reform, and civic
empowerment.

From 2010 to 2015, Atty. Conti was Deputy Administrator for Planning at the
Maritime Industry Authority (MARINA), and concurrently served as ex-officio
member of the Philippine Ports Authority (PPA) Board of Directors. He later
became Officer-in-Charge of MARINA and served as Spokesperson of the
Department of Transportation and Communications (DOTC) from 2012 to 2013.

In recognition of his achievements and contributions, he was conferred the
Natatanging San Pascualeño Award in 2024, the highest distinction given by his
hometown for exemplary service to community and country.

Ex-Officio Member, Philippine Ports Authority (PPA), 

List of Directorship from Other Government Entities
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Alex G. Bote
Assistant Secretary for PS, PPPS,
NBCCDO and LLO
Representative, NIA Board of Directors 

Birthday:  July 25, 1964 (61  yrs. old)
Date of Appointment: November 13, 2025
Date of Assumption:  November 13, 2025
Date of Designation:  November 24, 2025

Engineer Alex G. Bote started his career in the government as a Civil Engineering Aide II in
the then Ministry of Public Works and Highways in 1984.  He has remained in the
Department and has risen from the ranks to become Director IV of the Public-Private
Partnership (PPP) Service in March 2017, Director IV of the Planning Service in January
2023, and as Assistant Secretary for Planning Service, Public-Private Partnership Service,
National Building Code Development Office and the Legislative Liaison Office November
2025.

Prior to his designation at the PPP Service, Engineer Bote was a Project Engineer/Project
Manager for Philippine-Japan Highway Loan Project Office and for the Roads Management
Cluster I (Bilateral) of the Unified Project Management Office (UPMO).

He attended several seminars and training programs here and abroad on leadership,
project management and other relevant technical learnings.  In 1997, he earned his Master
in Management Degree and awarded the Excellence in Oral Defense; his Doctor of
Education Degree in 2005, also with Excellence in Oral Defense Award; and mots notable is
his Master in Development Management (Senior Executive Class) from the Development
Academy off the Philippines in 2012, with Leadership Award.

Assistant Secretary Bote was born in 1964, in the City of Malabon.  His marriage is blessed
with four children.

New Government Procurement Act (NGPA), Republic Act No. 12009, and its
Implementing Rules and Regulations (IRR). July 23-25, 2025

Trainings Attended:

Tourism Infrastructure & Enterprise Zone Authority (TIEZA) - Alternate Representative
Commission on Population and Development (CPD) - Alternate Representative
Philippine Economic Zone Authority (PEZA) - Alternate Representative

List of Directorship from Other Government Entities
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Manuel M. Bonoan
Secretary
Ex-Officio Member, NIA Board of Directors 

Birthday: August 05, 1945 (80 yrs. old)
Date of Appointment: June 30, 2022
Date of Assumption:  July 01, 2022
Date of Resignation:  September 01, 2025

Manuel M. Bonoan currently serves as the Secretary of the Department of Public
Works and Highways (DPWH), where he previously held the positions of
Undersecretary and Assistant Secretary. 

Before assuming his role as DPWH Secretary, he served as President and CEO of
Manila Toll Expressway Systems Inc., STAR Tollway Corporation, and Skyway
Operations and Maintenance Corporations. He also worked as a Consultant
Adviser for the Infrastructure Sector of the San Miguel Corporation. 

A civil engineer by profession, Sec. Bonoan is a member of the Philippine Institute
of Civil Engineers (PICE), where he served as President from 2001 to 2003. Sec.
Bonoan also led the Society of Philippine Accredited Consultants, Inc. (SPAC) as
President from 1998 to 1999 and the Road Engineering Association of the
Philippines from 1994 to 1996.Additionally, Sec. Bonoan is a member of the
Association of Government Civil Engineers of the Philippines, Philippine Water
Works Association, and the Transportation Science Society of the Philippines.

Sec. Bonoan was a recipient of Most Outstanding Civil Engineer Award in 2006,
conferred by the Professional Regulation Commission (PRC), and Most
Outstanding Consultant Award in 2000, given by the Society of Philippine
Accredited Consultants, Inc. (SPAC). 

Under his leadership, the DPWH aims to implement projects that support the
agriculture and tourism industries. The department also seeks to enhance the
public-private partnerships to address traffic congestion and to achieve its goal
of ensuring efficient, safe, and unimpeded mobility in the years ahead.
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Maria Catalina E. Cabral, Ph.D. +
Undersecretary, Planning and PPP
Alternate Member, NIA Board of Directors 

Birthday: May 23, 1962 (63 yrs. old)
Date of Appointment: November 04, 2014
Date of Assumption:  November 10, 2024
Date of Designation: August 01, 2022
Date of Resignation: September 14, 2025

If there is a model for “Women in Infrastructure” in an organization dominated by
male officials, it is Undersecretary Maria Catalina E. Cabral, who made history as
the first female rank-and-file employee to reach the level of Undersecretary at
the Department of Public Works and Highways – the government’s engineering
and construction arm.

As the Undersecretary for Planning and Public-Private Partnership (PPP),
Undersecretary Cabral oversees the DPWH’s infrastructure planning and
programming, as well as the PPP projects that the department implements.

Undersecretary Cabral is a licensed civil engineer with two doctorate degrees in
Business Management and Public Administration and is a Ph.D. candidate in
Urban and Regional Planning at the University of the Philippines. She also holds
three master’s degrees and certificates from Wharton, Harvard Kennedy School,
and Mohamed Bin Zayed University in areas like data analytics, digital
transformation, and AI.

She made history as the first female President of the Philippine Institute of Civil
Engineers (PICE) and later served as National President of the Road Engineering
Association of the Philippines. In 2021, she held the Professional Chair in
Engineering Science and Technology at PUP.

Her excellence has earned her numerous awards, including the 2021 PEZA Galing
Pinas Ecozone Partnership Award, the 2020 Excellence Award from the Philippine
Federations of Professional Associations, and the 2021 PRC Outstanding
Professional of the Year in Civil Engineering.
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Additionally, the JCI Senate Philippines named her one of the Five Outstanding
Filipino (TOFIL) Awardees Laureates for Government and Public Service in 2022.
She has also received the Manila Times Global Excellence Award in 2023, the 2023
Brand Asia Award as Top Leader of Excellence in Humanitarian and Public Service,
the 2023 Philippine Resilience Awards for Women and the 2024 Circle of
Excellence Awardee ASIA-CEO Woman of the Year.

Beyond local recognition, she has been nominated for several international
awards, including the World Federation of Engineering Organization’s GREE
Women in Engineering Award in 2019, the United Nations Public Service Awards
for SDG 5 – Gender and Equality in 2022, the Asian Civil Engineering Coordinating
Council (ACECC) Achievement Award in 2022. She has also recently been
nominated for the 2024 Women’s International Network on Disaster Risk
Reduction (WIN-DRR) and the Presidential GAWAD CES Award.

Undersecretary Cabral is also a commissioned officer in the Reserve Force of the
Armed Forces of the Philippines with the rank of Lieutenant Colonel in the
Philippine Army.

Technical and Business Cooperation on the Road Construction and Operation
& Maintenance (O&M) Road Tunnel and Related Facilities. Department of
Public Works and Highways (DPWH) and Ministry of Land, Infrastructure,
Transport and Tourism (MLIT), Japan. December 6, 2024.
Sustainable Development Futures: From Knowledge to Practice. School of
Urban and Regional Planning (UP-SURP). November 12-13, 2024.
Executive Program-Accelerated, Artificial Intelligence (AI). Mohamed Bin
Zayed University of Artificial Intelligence (AI), Abu Dhabi, UAE. October 20-25,
2024.
Best Practices of Effective Boards. Center for Global Best Practices.
September 3, 2024.
Build Once, Deploy Anywhere: The Future of Whole-of-Government Analytics.
GovInsider/RedHat. June 13, 2024.
Filipina Changemakers “Champions for Climate Resilience” Forum. Climate
Change Commission/Office of the Senate President Loren Legarda. April 29,
2024.
Women and Power: Digital Transformation in Government Public Policy and
Service. Harvard Kenney School for Executives Education, Boston, USA. April
7-12, 2024.

Trainings Attended:
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Eduardo Eddie G. Guillen has been a dedicated public servant long before his
appointment as Administrator of the National Irrigation Administration (NIA). He
previously served as the Municipal Mayor of his hometown, Piddig, Ilocos Norte, for three
(3) terms. First elected in 2010, he successfully implemented his vision for agricultural
development and became a strong advocate for empowering Micro, Small, and Medium
Enterprises (MSMEs). 

A principled leader, agriculture expert, and public servant, he has earned numerous
awards for excellence in governance and agriculture. In 2020, the UP Center for
Integrative and Development Studies recognized Piddig as a model for resilient agri-
institutions, and in 2014, he was named one of the 10 Outstanding Ilocanos.

A licensed Civil Engineer, he previously worked as an LGU Consultant for Administration
and Economic Enterprise Development and as a Project Engineer for E.E. Salazar
Construction. He later pursued the Strategic Business Economics Program at UA&P (2015)
and became a TECO-ICDF scholar in 2017, specializing in agricultural value-adding.

With his extensive experience in public service, engineering, construction and agriculture,
Pres. Ferdinand “Bongbong” Romualdez Marcos, Jr. appointed him as the full-fledged
Administrator of the National Irrigation Administration on February 07, 2024.

He is a graduate of Civil Engineering at Mapua Institute of Technology in 1987. A true-
blooded Ilocano, he was born and raised by his parents who are both farmers, who
inspired and motivates him to achieve his goal.

Birthday: April 05, 1965 (60 yrs. old)
Date of Appointment: December 09, 2022
Date of Assumption:  December 12, 2022

Eduardo Eddie G. Guillen
Administrator
Appointive Member, NIA Board of
Directors 

Trainings Attended:

Corporate Governance Best Practice Board of Directors’ Guide for Audit Committees,
Center for Global Best Practices, July 09, 2025
Finance for Directors, Institute of Corporate Directors, October 03-04, 2024
Corporate Governance Orientation Program, Institute of Corporate Directors,
November 09-10, 2023
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Birthday: September 06, 1955 (70 yrs. old)
Date of Appointment: October 02, 2023
Date of Assumption:  October 18, 2023

Director Efren S. Bartolome Sr.'s has built an illustrious career marked by a series of
impactful roles in various levels of government. He began his journey in public service as
the Municipal Secretary of the Local Government Unit (LGU) of Pinili, Ilocos Norte, from
1987 to 1992. During this tenure, he played a pivotal role in local governance, significantly
contributing to the municipality’s administrative functions. 

Dir. Efren served as Community Affairs Officer for the Provincial Government of Ilocos
Norte (1998-2010), fostering strong community relations and ensuring government
initiatives met local needs.

A significant chapter in Dir. Efren's career unfolded from 2010 to 2019, when he assumed
the role of Political Affairs Officer II under the House of Representatives. During this
period, he also served as the Legislative Research Specialist I in the office of the
Honorable Imelda R. Marcos. His expertise and research skills greatly contributed to the
legislative process and advancement of policy agendas. 

Dir. Efren's academic achievements include a Bachelor of Arts degree from Northern
Christian College and a Bachelor of Laws from Northwestern University, underscoring his
intellectual prowess and equipping him with the knowledge to navigate the complexities of
public service. 

Born on September 6, 1955, in Pinili, Ilocos Norte, Dir. Efren S. Bartolome, Sr. remains a
dedicated public servant whose contributions have left a lasting impact on Philippine
public administration.

Efren S. Bartolome, Sr.
Appointive Member, NIA Board of
Directors 

Trainings Attended:

Corporate Governance Best Practice Board of Directors’ Guide for Audit Committees,
Center for Global Best Practices, July 09, 2025
Finance for Directors, Institute of Corporate Directors, October 03-04, 2024
Corporate Governance Orientation Program, Institute of Corporate Directors,
November 09-10, 2023
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Birthday: November 06, 1991 (34 yrs. old)
Date of Designation: July 10, 2023

Atty. Allan Paul S. Sarangaya obtained his Juris Doctor degree from Far Eastern University,
Makati in 2018 and was admitted to the Philippine Bar in 2019. He is a member in good
standing of the Integrated Bar of the Philippines.

Prior to entering government service, Atty. Sarangaya engaged in private legal practice as
a Senior Tax Associate at SyCip Gorres Velayo & Co. (SGV & Co.), where he handled tax
advisory and compliance-related matters. He later served as a Senior Associate at a
boutique law firm in Quezon City, specializing in litigation, legal research, and the
preparation of pleadings, motions, contracts, and other legal instruments.

On June 24, 2022, he established his own legal practice as a solo practitioner. His
professional engagements and collaborations with fellow practitioners led to the
establishment of the Law Firm of Batulan Tsang & Sarangaya (BATAS & Co.) on April 01,
2023.

Pursuant to Board Resolution No. 8859-23 dated 29 June 2023, the Board of the National
Irrigation Administration approved the appointment of Atty. Allan Paul S. Sarangaya as
Corporate Board Secretary and, subsequently, as one of the agency’s Compliance
Officers. During his term, NIA attained its highest rating to date, “Outstanding” in the
Corporate Governance Scorecard. Key governance initiatives implemented under his
stewardship include the comprehensive revision of the NIA By-Laws for the first time in
more than five decades and the development of the Office of the Corporate Board
Secretary Strategic Governance Blueprint (“OCBS Blueprint”), which institutionalized
standardized procedures for the conduct of Board and Management meetings and
strengthened the agency’s governance framework.

Allan Paul S. Sarangaya, J.D.
Corporate Board Secretary

Trainings Attended:

Best Practices Guide to the Law and IRR for Procurement of Goods, Center for Global
Best Practices, May 29-31, 2024
Best Practices in Corporate Housekeeping, Center for Global Best Practices, October
25-27, 2023


